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enjoyment by the community of the absolute quantity of greatest
happiness at any given time, the happiness of the few may
have to be sacrificed. If a passenger on a ship catches the plague
and the only means of preventing the spread of infection is
his death, the application of Bentham's formula would justify
his execution. The minority may have to be sacrificed to the
majority. And yet if we examine the presuppositions of Ben-
thamism, we shall see that Bentham of all people could offer
no excuse for the sacrifice. Pleasure is the most wholly subjec-
tive of experiences. The pleasures of two people cannot be
added together, since the subjects of that pleasure, the two
people, cannot be added together. The amount of pleasure can
only vary with the capacity of the subject to experience more
or less of it. Therefore if the whole community with the excep-
tion of one were feeling pleasure, the pain of the one exception,
if he happened to be capable of feeling more pleasure and of
suffering more pain than his fellows, would outweigh in quantity
the pleasure of the whole of the rest of the community. And it
is probably true that the minorities who do not easily accept
the popular cause are the most tender conscienced and deli-
cately constituted members of the community. On Bentham's
view therefore their demands should be the first to be attended to.
As far as England was concerned, the question was at the
time purely academic, since the course of events abroad had
strengthened the power of the Tories and put off any reform
for a generation. Bentham had no choice but to look to the
Continent and to the new States which were asserting their
independence for fields in which his Utilitarian reforms of law
and justice could be given their trial. In the thirties of his life,
he had spent two years in Russia. His tedious and disordered
writings, some in English and some in French, were being
edited by Etienne Dumont and being published in France, the
three volumes of the Traiti de Legislation appearing in Paris in
1802. It was natural that his reputation abroad should be
greater than in England. In Spain, in South America, in
Italy, and in Greece a new world believing itself free and
emancipated was to acclaim the simple scientific ideas of the